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JOY THAT IS STRONG 


11 The joy of the Lord is your strength** 
(Nehcmiah 8.10). 

GOD’S JOY is for all His children. Ail can have it 
who will allow Hi$ Word to enter their hearts day by 
day, and receive by faith what He gives from it. In 
this eighth chapter of Nchemiah we see the children 
of Israel, who because of their rebellion and dis¬ 
obedience against the Word of God had been in capti¬ 
vity in Babylon for seventy years, now gathered together 
with one accord and one mind, to hear that Word anew. 
As God's servants expounded it to them, joy filled their 
hearts, and we lead that “there was very great gladness'' 
(8.17). 

Our past too may have been barren and full of 
failure due to our stubbornness and foolishness. But 
the Lord is willing to forgive all our past, and to 
restore us to Himself, giving us a new joy—“the joy of 
the Lord". That joy is to be our strength—a joy 
which begins the moment we turn to Him and then 
multiplies step by step as we go on with Him. 

We shall study first from God’s Word seven reasons 
for this joy. Then we shall sec how it can be experienced, 
and how it can multiply, and become purer and richer 
and deeper in us. 
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the joy of the lord 

“The seventy returned again with joy, saying. Lord , 

even the devils are subject unto us through thy name . 

And he said unto them . . , In this rejoice not, that the 
sffirus are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because 
your names are written in heaven'* (Luke 10,17, 20 )- 

Man’s interest is always aroused by miracles. Who 
of us would not like to see one performed — or to per¬ 
form one? Yet the Lord Jesus says here that the real 
ground of joy is not this but the fact that our names 
are written by Him m Heaven. This is the ground of 
true heavenly joy. This gives joy unspeakable and full 
of glory — a joy that no man can take from us. For 
this is the beginning of joy, and poverty, sickness and 
tribulation cannot rob us of it. 

Is your name written in the IJook of Life by the 
Lord Jesus — written with His nail-pierced Hand? 
Repent of your sins. Be washed in His Blood. Be 
dothed in the garment of His righteousness. Then and 
only then is your name written there. 

‘Tie hath dothed me with the garments of salvation” 
(Isa. 61. 10). There is fulness of joy when we have 
those garments. They cover our spiritual nakedness and 
give us heavenly beauty in which to stand boldly before 
a holy God. They give us boldness and liberty to call 
u pon the living God anywhere. They are the right¬ 
eousness and life of our very Lord Himself The life 
of the Lord Jesus Christ do the* our spirits when we 
receive Him as Saviour. It is in this that we “greatly 
rejoice”; not in earthly glories or prosperity, but in the 
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assurance of being dad and covered by the Lord Him¬ 
self. “Ye hive put on Christ” (Gal. 3.27). 

Does this joy live in your hearts and work in yon 
day by day? Can your neighbours see such a joy on 
your face? Please mike sure without deity that your 
names are found in the Lamb's Book of Life. 

"/« thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore*' (Psa. 16.11). 

Joy multiplies as we live in the presence of God, and 
it is only there that full joy is found. Many can testify 
that their names are written in the Book of Life, but 
they cannot say that they are living constantly in the 
presence of the Lord, It is possible to live with the 
Lord’s children, and to worship and work with them, 
and yet to be out of touch with the Lord. We can 
even be in a prayer meeting and not feel the Lord’s 
presence—not be in conscious touch with Him. 

But if you do not feel His presence, then you do not 
have full joy. This may be due to various things, but 
it may be your own fault. As a child of God, provid¬ 
ed your heart is pure and your conscience right before 
Him, you can and should feel and know His presence. 
Our prayer is that you may learn this secret of dwell¬ 
ing in the presence of the living and loving God, for 
this is His intention and purpose for His people. 

“Delight thyself also m the Lord; and he shall give 
tkee the desires of thou heart** (Psa.37.4). 
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THE JOY OF THE LORD 


The joy which we receive at new birth, and which 
multiplies as we live in the Lord's presence, becomes 
stronger when we find our delight in the Lord and 
entirely forget our other desires, whether for eating or 
drinking, for friends or promotion or name, or even for 
expert Bible-knowledge. If we delight ourselves in the 
Lord, bow much more will be given us in the joy of 
the Lord than these things can ever bring! 

Those who know the beauty of the mountains will 
spend much time and money to get a view of, say, 
Everest. They will travel from Africa or China just to 
get a glimpse of it, journeying and climbing with much 
hardship to gain a spot whence they can see the summit. 
But most of the time the mountain peak is hidden be¬ 
hind mist and cloud, so they may be compelled to 
remain in discomfort at their view point for many hours 
waiting for the wind eo blow away the mist — all in 
order that they may see just for a few minutes the 
beautiful snow-clad peak lit by the sunlight. Then the 
mist returns and covers it again. But they go back to 
Africa or China or Japan or America, and gather their 
friends and tell them what they saw of those wonderful 
mountains. 

A few minutes’ glimpse can give them such pleasure. 
But is not our Lord the chiefest, the fairest among all 
people? And His glory does not fade. Let us then 
desire to see His glory more and more. 

In Matthew 17 John saw the Lord Jesus transfigured 
on the mountain. That was a wonderful experience. 
But in Revelation I the same John in his ok! age, aces 
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the same Lord in His resurrection glory, and finds Him 
soli more glorious. That should be our delight also. 
Not what He gives us but what He Himself is; not 
because He beak our bodies or answers our prayers, but 
because we have glimpsed the glory of Hit lowly face: 
that is what fills our hearts with joy. 

*7 <klight to do thy mil, Q my God” (Psa. 40 . 8 ). 

This is how our joy is purified. When first we cam* 
to know the Lord, we did not know how to find the 
will of God, how to hear His voice, how to recognise 
where and how He was working. But, as we begin to 
walk with Hun, and to live with Him more and more 
closely, we discover that we are ‘workers together with 
God* (2 Cor. 6.I.). When we hear the Word of God 
preached and see the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
being uplifted and received, and His week being done, 
then our hearts leap with joy. We get more delight in 
this than in all the grand clothing, or homes, or friends, 
or other good things in this life. 

When the Lord is our delight, His Name, His good¬ 
ness and His glory ace our exceeding joy, and we begin 
to long to know and to do Hk wilL But let us pause 
for a moment and consider. When we remember Hk 
agocy at Gethsemane, can we truly say with Him: ‘Not 
my will, but Thine, be done*? 

Before we knew the Lord, we would lightly pray 
such prayers as this: ‘Lord, keep me in Madrm, and 
I will give Thee Rt. 10 /- each Sunday 1 ; or, ‘Give 
ns a son as our firstborn, and K will give Thee 


6 


THE JOY OF THE LORD 

Rs. 12/-’, planning meanwhile to give only Re. i/- if 
it is a girl [ If the Lord granted our request, we gave 
Him more, but if He did not, we gave Him less. Or we 
might say; *Lord, I shall serve Thee gladly after retire¬ 
ment, but certainly not before. Let me get my children 
married first 1* 


Yes, when our teeth fall out and our hair becomes 
grey, we shall be willing to serve God. We talk about 
doing the will of God, but when it is costly to obey 
His will, then we try to find a way out. This is not 
(blighting to do His will. When we can say with joy: 
‘Lord, keep me here, or send me anywhere ehe’; when 
we can truly say with all our heart: ‘Thy will be done*, 
then that joy will be our strength to do His will. Out¬ 
wardly we may have to endure something of tbe pa in, 
the sorrow, the burden of Getbsemane, but our hearts 
will be strong in the strength that comes with lifting 
the will of God. 

Do you want the joy of tbe Lord to be your strength? 
Then learn to' take delight in doing God’s will. Find 
time, make time, give time to discover His will, 
then make it your delight to do it. To do this, you 
may have to suffer hardships and travel a long road, 
but the inct remains that you will be doing His will, 
and it will bring you fullest joy and pleasure. 

ei Ask and ye shall receive, that your joy may be fitlT' 
0ohn 16.24). 

Learn what it means to pray in the Name of tbe 
Lord Jesus Christ. The disciples had been MUng 
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many things before this, but they had not understood 
the a u th or it y of the Nome of the Lord Jesus. But after 
He had been highly exalted, and His Holy Spirit had 
fallen upon them, then they knew what authority He 
had. “All power ,. in heaven and in earth’' (Matt, 
28. 18) was His. There lies the divine secret And 
that power, that authority is to be exercised now on this 
earth through us. Our strength is in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our strength does not lie in buildings, or pro per t y , 
or degrees, or wealth, or numbers. It does not matter 
whether we are worth Rs. a/-, or Rs. 10/-, or Rs. to 
lakhs; it does not matter whether we are illiterate or 
highly educated; whether we are living in a hut, a tree, 
a cave, or a brick, stone, or mud house; our strength 
is not then. Our strength is in the Name alone. 

Many of us pray, but our prayers only amount to 
vain words. We pray long prayers in nice flowery 
language. But when trouble comes, or the Enemy, we 
hide somewhere and shed tears. What ought we rather 
to do? Where lies our strength at such a rime? It is 
certainly not in our words, but in the exercise of the 
authority of the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ Let 
the enemy come in Hke a flood (Isa. 59.19); let him 
come like a roaring lion (1 Pet. 5 . 8 ) we shall bind him 
In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is our 
joy and strength. In earthly ways we may be poor, 
illiterate and weak, but in Christ we are mm than 
conquerors. 
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Can you say very truthfully that you have that 
authority in prayer? The way you pray may not drive 
away a sparrow! Then how do you expect to drive 
away a lion ? According to the Word of God, the devil 
will tremble at our prayers if we pray in the Name. 
May we learn to exercise the authority of the Name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Then shall our lives be strong 
in the joy of His victory. 

“These things write tar unto you, that your jay may 
be full ” (1 John 1.4), 

When the hidden mysteries of the Word of God are 
revealed to us, our hearts are filled with a joy that 
makes us srrong. Our strength docs not lie in men 
Bible knowledge as such, nor in listening to good ser¬ 
mons; but when the Lord Jesus Himself, by His Spirit, 
reveals to us the mysteries of His Word, then we are 
strong. 

“Thou ... hast revealed them unto babes'* (Matt* 11. 
25). “I will ... shew thee great ... things*' (Jer. 33.3). 
When our loving Saviour opens up to us His living 
Word, that is strength. As God reveals Himself to us 
in a greater measure day by day while we meditate 
upon His Word, so do we find our joy increasing more 
and more. Day by day He will give ns something 
fresh a$ we wait upon Him, and as God's Word becomes 
real to us, it becomes our joy and strength. 

“They departed . . . rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for his name*' (Acts 5.41). 
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When we are counted worthy to suffer shame for the 
Lord Jesus Christ, instead of being downcast and dis¬ 
couraged we should rejoice, because thus we see His 
glory in a new way, and in that joy we find a new and 
wonderful strength. In suffering shame for Hta Name 
wc are promoted to a greater responsibility to serve and 
honour Him. “If ye be reproached for the name of 
Christ, happy are ye* (1 Pet. 4.14). 

Suppose that you were working as an ordinary clerk 
in an office, and that one day you were suddenly pro¬ 
moted to be the head of the department, would you go 
home and begin weeping to your wife ? No, you would 
rejoice that you were counted worthy of such responsi¬ 
bility and had qualified for promotion. Rejoice, then, 
that you are counted fit to be given the divine respon¬ 
sibility of suffering reproach for His Name. That is 
true promotion. As you realise your privilege you will 
become strong. 

May we every one of us learn bow to enter into the 
joy of the Lord, which is our strength. 
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JOY THAT IS FREE 


u The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteous- 
nessj and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost” 

(Rom. 14 . 17 ). 

EARTHLY JOY irises from possession. Men think 
that if they get all they want to have they will be 
happy. $0 they set out to obtain it and spend their 
whole lives doing so, only to be disappointed in the end. 

For you may have in your grasp all the treasure of 
this world, and still remain miserable and unhappy* 
Moreover, even if you seem for a time to be happy, it 
cannot last. Your possessions slip from your grasp in 
a little while. Sooner or later life brings disappointment 
and hopes are shattered. Your health fails. Everything 
in the whole world around you in which you sought 
for joy, disappoints you in the end. 

The sweet of today will become bitter tomorrow; 
the friend of today will become the enemy of tomorrow; 
the wisdom of today will become foolishness tomorrow. 
All that you thin k will give you joy will prove empty 
at the last. The Lord Jesus Christ, the living, loving 
Saviour, who died for sinners, is the ooly One who can 
give you joy. But the joy He offers you is not earthly 
joy. It Is His own heavenly Joy. 
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«Thc kingdom of God is .... righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the H6ly Ghost/’ The Holy Ghost, 
who comes to dwell within us, works in u$ abundance 
of righteousness as God's gift, and that righteousness 
is the source of our peace and joy. Human righteous¬ 
ness does not bring with it peace or joy because it is 
based on effort. Men struggle hard to become right¬ 
eous before God and men, but for all their struggling 
they become in God's sight filthier every day. What 
men call righteousness God calls filthy rags (Isa. 64.6). 
“They being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going 
about to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God” 
(Rom. 10.3). That is the reason. Whether it be Jewish 
righteousness, or Hindu righteousness, or Buddhist 
righteousness, or ‘nominal Christian* righteousness, God 
calls it filthy rags. 

And what about the deceptions you practise? You 
may possess many excellent testimonials. Your head¬ 
master or principal may have written: *So and so is 
of a very high moral character*. But you know how 
often this is only a lie. Teachers and pupils' aH know 
it. Your Committee members, your neighbours, 
friends, and relations may all say what a fine man 
you are, and you may know how to acquire fine 
testimonials from iny employer ‘ or any pastor or 
preacher of any nationality. But what docs God 
think of you?—the Holy God, who is a consuming fire 
How will your certificates appear before Him? Does 
not your own conscience tell you every day that you 
are guilty, guilty, guilty? Do not listen to the good 
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reports of others. Listen to your own conscience, and 
you will be made to see the things which you have 
done in secret, yean ago maybe, in some corner or room, 
or under some tree. What kind of thoughts come into 
your mind when you go to bed, or while walking here 
and there ? You do not need others to tell you what 
you are. Learn to listen to your own conscience and 
believe what it tells you, and do hot waste any more 
time in trying to establish your own righteousness. 

God h ready to give you His righteousness as the 
free gift of His love. Can your father or mother, bro¬ 
ther or sister, husband or wife give you such a love? 
Even though they were to try, they could not do it, for 
they have not the capacity to give such a love. Yet 
the God of eternity offers you such a love. He adds 
peace to love and multiplies it by eternity. That is 
His grace! 

And to that love and peace He adds joy by the Holy 
Spirit. Man cannot give to you that joy either, nor 
can you receive it by human effort. But if you let the 
Holy Spirit of God ester and work in you, you will 
become righteous with God’s own righteousness, and as 
a result you will begin to rejoice in the Lord. You 
will leap with the joy of God, because of the assurance 
of the Spirit in your heart that you are righteous in 
God's sight, and because day by day you will find 
yourself becoming richer and pu rer and stronger in Him. 

I am going to stay a little longer on this matter. I 
want us to see from God's Word how He has made it 
possible for everyone to experience this joy. 
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“The toddemess and the solitary place shall be glad for 
them,' and the ditart shall rejoice and blossom as tk$ rau. 
It Shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice rwn with joy and 
singing: iht glory of Isbarum shall hi given unto it, the 
excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory 
of the Lord, the excellency of our God" (Isa. 35.1, 2) 

How simply and beautifully the Lord sums up His 
joy. When tin came into the world through one man's 
disobedience, it brought with it • curse, and because of 
* that curse thorns and thistles, barrenness and disappoint¬ 
ment are everywhere. They are a picture of the heart 
and life of man in sin. Whatever a man may seek to 
do through his own advancement and culture, it only 
ends in thorns and thistles and desert sand. 

There have been many earthly kingdoms and empires, 
and all have ended in failure, defeat and shame. Where 
are now all those famous kings and philosophers who 
once boasted in their wealth and wisdom ? Every work 
of man must be brought to naught. Beautiful buildings, 
even though buikled of stone, end in heaps of ruins. 
Cleverly designed and machines all break down 

one day. Human relationships end in strife, bitterness 
and hatred. Children rebel against parents. Relations 
become ungrateful for kindnesses shewn. In every home 
there are thorns snd thistles. Can you tell me of any 
home where there is no strife, or quarrel, or hatred, or 
jealousy between brother and sister, and mother-in-law 
md daughter-in-law? Can you tell me of any country 
where there is no corruption, or immorality? Even 
men of hi gh position give and lake bribes. The marks 
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of the curse of sin are seen in every nation and every 
country. 

God made mnr> in His own image. He gave the first 
man a wonderful body, perfect in every detail. Then 
sin came, and now you can see the marks of sin on 
every face. Some faces may look very beautiful and 
sweet for a ume 3 but watch the secret life, and you 
will see the marks of sin in pride, greed, vanity and 
lust. Thus in the eyes of God the life of man is no¬ 
thing but a desert, full of sand, thorns, thistles and 
barrenness. 

O man! before you take pride in yourself and your 
doings, learn to see yourself as God sees you—‘that your 
life is nothing but a desert waste which cannot be chang¬ 
ed or Iflsproved by any man. Then see what God's 
Word says; 4 ‘Tfae desert shall blossom as the rose ... 
It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing.” This is the mirade of the grace of God. He 
is wfflh&g not only to forgive the «m which cstea* *H 
tb* barrenness and f rtuttanM* to «* fife 
His love, to tmsfonn that barren, QwbAas i&r into « 
gfttrfd» of 

«A#d the ransomed of the Lord tkaU rcmr*, cotd const 
to Zion xoith tongs and everlasting joy upon *h*ft top#?: 
tbQ) stall obtain joy and gladness, and emoto and sighing 
stall fioe assay*’ (Isa. 35 to) 

When you first come into this experience of the new 
birth, you will surely say: ( 1 wish I had been bom 
again 5 , 10 , 20 years ago/ I said the same thing at 
the beginning of my new life as a Christian. I said: 
*If only I had been bom again 10 years before, I 
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would not have spoiled my lift, and wasted so many 
precious years/ How often J have sighed for the years 
that I spent in shame and darkness. Have you ever 
thought that way ? However old or young you may be, 
doubtless that thought has sometimes come to you. If 
so, we can give you good news. Every past loss can 
be doubly compensated when we receive God’s grace in 
its fulness. ”1 will restore to you die yean that the 
locust hath eaten” (Joel 2,25). If you are a fanner you 
will know how the locusts, caterpillars, canker-worms 
and palmerworms can destroy the plants. The fields 
may look nice and green today, but the locusts may 
come and eat away all the leaves. Then follow the 
caterpillar, the cankerworm' and the palmcrwonn. What 
hope is there for such a field ? 

Is this a picture of your Hfe ? Because of bhndoess 
apa ttn years of your jgnfc are eaten by the 
locusts. BtefUfc of ydttr prfcjp «bd felfofiU, ten years 
<£ yotm afe by edwpiflM* Etcauft 

of your bad o$np£r <n'd ifldi#<splJhe ten years of ypwr 
middle Hfe fro devoured by cahkerwo ims . Because of 
your sttfbhqrhhJse5 «jd tftt d pc to of heart ten year* of 
yoht M dge ire eaten by pa&nprwmtna. ht#jt 

gets harder and harder tfll on your death-bed you look 
back aud, as yoh see your wife, or husband, or child¬ 
ren, or neighbours, gathered around your bed and 
shedding tears, you sec things as you never saw them 
before, and with pain of heart you say to your child¬ 
ren: ‘Ten years of my youth were eaten up by 

locusts! 1 and to your neighbours: ‘Ten years of my 
manhood were eaten up by caterpillars!’ Then you 
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will realise yww folly, in which you now take pride. 
Then you w£B know your blindness, hi which you now 
bout. Then you will admit your stubbornness, by 
which you now reject the truth. But that it wiU b* 
too lots. 

Now see the miracle of God's grace. Even though 
jo nr life bu been to mined and made a desert, yet our 
Lord tiyt: T will restore, I will restore, I will restore, 
all tit haa been taken away/ What • wonderful joy 
it ss that Hegira! AH that has been ruined and spoiled 
and hot, ca* be mowed snd made good again. The 
Jewish tdtaftfcad become a desert. Its people were 
staves to bfindnms, scattered because of sin. Yet God 
promised to being them back, and restore to them the 
earthly kingdom. How much more He gives to us in 
the Lord Jesus Christ l That is our joy. That is why 
we rejoice more and more, because whatever we have 
lost can be recovered by God's grace. When even a 
small thing is lost and found again, how great is our 
joy; then how much greater will be our joy when God 
restores to ns all the toss of the wasted years! 

Let us tty to estimate how many yearn we have all 
wasted. As an ifluitsation, let us take a Convocation 
ga thering - On an average there will be 2,000 people 
present in the meetings. II each lost 25 year*, the total 
tots will be 50,000 ye*m of precious life toft and 
wasted In darkness. 

Take another simple illustration. Try to remember 
all the things yon have lost during your life-time, 
whether in school or tram or bus, or in some other 
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place. How many pens, pencils, note-books, chappals; 
bow many keys, mirrors, false teeth; how many clothes 
lost or torn by the dhobi; how much money lost because 
of cunning banyas and chems; and many other things. 
Suppose, when you go borne this evening, you find all, 
these things returned in your home. Would it not give 
you joy ? Think also of what you hove wasted by fail¬ 
ing at school, in matriculation, and Inter, and BA Now 
suppose that you were told that you vote heir% given 
ftill degrees for all past failures. WotdB k not bring 
you great joy? 

Yet here we have something far more wonderful nd 
glorious. By the miracle of God's great *tt tfe y—r 
of tin and defeat can be restored to you. Mil only n, 
but you are given back much more than yso have lost. 
Then do not sigh any more over past and works 

of shame. “AU have sinned and come abort of the 
glory of God.” All of us have become like deserts of 
thorns, thistles, and sand. But what we have lost by 
<*ur blindness, weakness, folly, and ignorance will ad be 
restored to os by our Lord on whom we have believed. 
Receive Him then fully. Receive that joy which He 
offers to you in fulness, so lovingly and finely. Do not 
receive in part. He gives us all, and He demands all 
in return. Let your Lord take all your love completely 
and absolutely. Then there will be joy, and gladness, 
and singing in your heart, and the joy of the Lord will 
he your strength. May the Lord help you to receive it. 
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“In thy presence is fuhsess of joy" 

(Psa. 16. 11). 

BECAUSE THE joy that we receive at New Birth Is 
not an earthly joy, but, the joy of the Lord Himself, it 
must multiply and become stronger, richer and fuller 
throughout eternity. Moreover it is not a selfish joy. 
It is a joy that it shared by many people upon this 
earth and in heavenly places—by all those in fact that 
have come or are now coming into the same experience 
of New Birth. Earthly joys cannot be shared like ibis. 
But this joy is a heavenly joy which it is our privilege 
to seek to introduce to, and share with, many others 
on earth. 

Now we are going to take an Old Testament illua~ 
(ration. We are going to see six very simple steps in 
the life of David. What was it that enabled David to 
rejoice with great joy, and how was he also able to 
make others rejoice with him ? As we go through his 
history we see that there were these several occasions 
in bis life, each one of which makes a point of progress 
in his own knowledge of the joy of the Lord which was 
his strength. We shall try to show you how you also 
can have such experiences in your own life. 

"Then Samuil took the horn of oil, and anointed 
him in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the 
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Lord come upon David from ikoi day forward ” (i Sim. 
16,13). 

In this chapter we read how David was chosen to be 
king. At that time he had no thought of ever becom¬ 
ing a king. He wt» just a shepherd boy looking after 
his father 1 ! flock. I do not believe that the thought 
had ever occurred to him that he might one day be king 
over Israel, nor had the thought ever entered the mind 
of his father and mother, nor yet even of Samuel the 
prophet. Samuel had indeed thought that Eiiab, the 
firstborn, was surely God's anointed. Yet, in accordance 
with God’s word to him, he anointed David before the 
whole family. 

Like David each of us has been born into an earthly 
family; but have you ever realised that God wants you 
to be a heavenly king ? No doubt you believe in God’s 
mercy because He has forgiven your sins, but did you 
ever dream that your God and Creator had such a lofty 
purpose for you ? We read in 1 Peter 2.9 and in Rev. 
1.6 and 5.10 that such is indeed God's thought. Just 
read the Word of God, and see how much God loves 
and has planned for you. Then you will surely have a 
happy day. Become conscious of God's hand upon you, 
and know that, in spite of your past sinful life, God 
wants you to be a king} 

Yet when you become conscious of the Spirit of 
God being poured upon you as a sign that you are 
His for ever, it is only a beginning. Even though the 
|oy of new birth is so wonderful, it it only a beginning. 
When you receive the gift of salvation, and the seal 
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of the Holy Spirit, you will begin to know the real pur¬ 
pose of God in calling you and loving you and saving 
you. This is the beginning of joy—to know that God 
has called and chosen you. 

“And it came to pass as they came, token David tear 
returned fAm the slaughter of the PhUutme, that the 
women Same out of all cities of Israel , singing and dancing, 
to meat ktt* Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with mstru- 
tnents of music*. And the women answered one another 
as they played , and said , Saul hath slam his thotaasttb, 
and David his ten thousands” (i Sam. 18.6, 7 ). 

David had met and overcome Goliath. That day was 
another happy day. That great giant who had caused 
all Israel to tremble had been killed by the lad called 
David How proud and happy he must have been that 
day) 

Most of us have to face many Goliaths in our Hvet. 
Satan comes in many forms. Do you not remember 
many times when the devil came like %®anr|hto 
your life? Do you not remember the dayPaad hours 
j^rben you were almost defeated by his device® ? If 
the devil came to our Lord to tempt Him (Man. 
4), then he is not going to spare any believer. But 
we can also remember how, by calling to mind one 
verse from the Bible, we have seen the same Goliath 
defeated and put to shame. I am sure that many 
of us can remember such times, and how the mighty 
Lord Jesus, dwelling in us, has conquered, not one, 
but many Goliaths. No doubt we had cause to be 
joyful when we came out triumphant in such times 
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u that, but even Mich a joy cannot be compared with 
what » ahead The joy of victory over evil is a great 
joy, but your God has a much greater joy yet for you, 

“And David recovered all that r he Amalekitet had 
carried away: and David rescued his two wives. And there 
was nothing lacking to them , neither small nor great, 
neither sons nor daughters, neither spoil, nor any thing that 
they had taken to them: David recovered alT* (i San). 
30.18,19). 

David had been weeping and crying because the 
Amalekites had come and taken away the women and 
children, and bad burnt Ziklag. His friends and soldiers 
and companions even thought of stoning him, because 
they saw their wives and children carried away as cap¬ 
tives, and their homes burnt. This had all happened 
because of a mistake made by David, when, as we read 
in chapter 29, he bad joined with the Philistines to fight 
against Saul, his old enemy. When be came back, he 
found die town burned down. 

When we fail God, and do things against His will, we 
arc bound to suffer. But in chapter 30 David came 
back to his senses, and repented and consulted God. 
As a result, we read in verse 19 that "David recovered 
all”. Even though there had seemed no hope, they were 
enabled to get back all their women and children and 
possessions, and there was enough over to give presents 
to their friends. That was aho a very happy day in 
David’s life when he was forgiven by bis loving God, 
and when he recovered from the enemy much more 
than had been taken from him. 
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like David we also make many mistakes. Even though 
we are bom again, and have been tasting H h love, and 
have learned bow to find His will, yet sometimes we 
abo fail to seek the will of God, and do things instead 
in our own wisdom. Are yon now, Kke David, shedding 
tears over some soch folly } You know that yon went 
astray in not seeking His will, and that is why even 
your friends have turned against you. 

“And David was greatly distressed; for the people 
spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people 
was grieved, every man for his tons and for his daught¬ 
ers: but David encouraged himself in the Lord his God 1 * 
(Verse 6). The friends of David spoke of stoning him. 
So even in the same way, evoi those who should be 
your friends may turn against you when you go wrong. 
But by coming back to your Lord, and doing His will, 
you are washed and forgiven and covered. Thus you 
can rejoice foot God has forgiven your folly end that 
you can again be used by Him; and your heart will be 
filled with the great joy of restored commnnion and 
answered prayer. 

“Nevertfulcts David took tht stronghold of Zion: sht 
same is the city of David, ... So David dwelt m the 
fort , and called it the city of David” (2 Sam. 5,7, pa). 

The day when David conquered Zion was another 
occasion for rejoicing. Joshua had failed to drive 
out the Jebotitjei from Zion. These began to mode at 
David, but by God*t grace and strength he drove diem 
out. Yes, the day when he did so was a happy day 
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for him, because then he began to see something more 
of the purpose of God in choosing him. He began to 
see something of God’s heavenly plan for his people, 
and bow it coutd not be accomplished while the Jebu- 
sitea remained in Jerusalem. 

God, who had sent the ten plagues on Egypt, and 
had made the walls of Jericho fall, had depended upon 
the people to drive out the seven nations from the land 
of Canaan. It was part of the heavenly plan that they 
should be driven out only by God’s people who had 
come out of Egypt. God had power to send fire from . 
heaven to consume and judge these people if He wished j 
to do so. What He did at Jericho, could He not re- 1 
peat at the Jebusite stronghold? But God did not intend 
to use such means. He had chosen His people to be 
His co-workers and partners in judgment 

Have you fully realised that God relies upon you. 
His people, to fulfil His heavenly plan? But we fail 
God all along I Rather than obey God, and cut off 
the “Jebutitet”, we make marriages with them and 
allow them to remain in our midst. That is bow so 
many unconverted men have become pastors, elders, 
committee members, even bishops. How many bom 
again women there are who have married “Jebusites" 
for the sake of money, or education, -or colour, or 
height! Or how many born-again men, who for the 
sake of a few thousand rupees dowry, will marry a 
“Jebusite’* woman! That is why you find barrenness 
and a curse amongst die people of God. For about 
four hundred years, God’s purpose was hindered be¬ 
cause of such Jebusites. They had to be driven out 
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completely. Thank God for the wisdom He gave to 
David at this time. 

We are told that he conquered Zion and that from 
that day he called it the city of David. “And David 
went on, and grew great, and the Lord God of hosts 
was with hilt” (verse to). Even so, hit joy was not 
yet full. 

When believers refuse to compromise with unspiritual 
men or be united with those who are not bom again, it 
means that they have begun to see what such as the 
Jebuiitcs have done to hinder the purpose of God. It 
is a happy day for all believers when they see that they 
must be separated from all that is of the world and of 
the old life, and realise that God is relying upon them to 
fulfil His heavenly plan. Yet even that discovery is, as I 
we shall see, but a beginning. 

“So David bought ttu threshsngfloor and th$ oxen for 
fifty shekels of silver . And David built there an altar 
unto the Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace offer • 
tftgs. So the Lord was intreated for the land, and the 
plague was stayed from Israel'* (2 Sam. 24.24b, 25). 

There was still another happy day in David’s 
history, when God brought him to the threshing-floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite. He had been tempted to 
number the people, and although God had been 
shewing miracles in fighting for him, he began to 
count his mighty men, as though his strength depended 
on them and on the size of his army. So God had 
to punish him, and he repented at the threshing-floor 


L 


25 


JOY THAT ABOUNDS 
of Araunah the Jebusite. 

It had been a very grievous sin, but God bad forgiven 
him, and that is why it was such a happy day in David's 
life. Is it not a very happy day in your life, when 
God forgives you some grievous sin done in blind dis¬ 
obedience to His will? Oh how gracious and merciful 
our God is I How great arc His tender mercies; for 
even though we fail Him so grievously, yet he is will¬ 
ing to forgive us. 

That was a happy day for David, and the same God 
gives us all similar happy days. The very spot where 
David was punished became the site of God’s House. 
“Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord.. 
.... where the Lord appeared unto David hit father... 
in the threshing-floor of Oman the Jebusite” (2 Chron. 
3 . 1 ). From that day David’s true joy began. He had 
had happy days, wonderful days, bat nothing compared 
to the joy be found there at the altar, on the site for 
the temple of God. 

“Tab* heed rum; for the Lord hath chosen thee to build 
an house for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it . Then 
David gave to Solomon his ton the pattern of the porch, 
and of the houses thereof ... All this, said David, the 
Lord made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, 
even all the works of this pattern ,p (1 Chron. 28 . 10 , 11 , 
19 ). 

God was now able to give to David the pattern for 
His temple, and the assurance that his son had been 
chosen of God to build it. The joy that David now 
experienced was in entirely different kind of joy. It 
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was the joy that comes with the revelation of the hea¬ 
venly plan for the house of God. The king rejoiced 
and the people rejoiced also. Yet David could not have 
rejoiced as he did now without going through all those 
oth^r experience*. Every stage was necessary. We want 
you also to come right through into this final experience 
of joy. 

The joy of the Lord is your strength, but the joy of 
the revelation of the heavenly pattern, and of knowing 
that God has called us to share in it, supersedes all v 
other joys that you may have experienced on other 
occasions. In this joy you enter into the plan and 
purposes of God regarding His people, both now and 
in the ages to come. Pray then that the Lord will 
lead you on from joy to joy, till you oome to the ful¬ 
ness of the joy of the Lord which is your strength. 
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“As for God, ftis way is perfect” 

(Psalm 18.30). 

FOR EARTHLY things we require earthly wisdom but 
for spiritual things we require spiritual wisdom. We 
see that everything that is of God is perfect and orderly. 
“His way is perfect.*' Whatever God does is perfect, 
entire, complete and holy, and He wants to bring you 
tod me also into a perfect way, as He has promised in 
verse 32 of the tame Psalm: He “maketb my way per¬ 
fect.” We shall see bow His divine laws will make oar 
joy full and complete. 

God always looks at the end from the beginning. 
Whatever He may be doing in the present. He is also 
keeping His eyes on the end—“declaring the end from 
the banning” (Isa. <46.10), This is something that we 
h uma n beings cannot easily understand, but if we wait 
patiently, God Himself will teach us. Our need to be 
thus taught of God is very great. In this chapter we 
shall try to illustrate this point by further examples from 
the life of David. 

From the time God called David He had for him a 
very high and heavenly purpose, though David did not 
realise this for many years. We also, when we first 
come to our Lord in re pe n t an ce, do not know 
what is in the mind of God for ns in saving us. At 
that rim* we are only concerned about being forgiven, 
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washed, cleansed, and made righteous before God, and 
when He does begin to teach us His own way we begin 
to question Him or even resist Him. But we see from 
the Word of God that, through difficulties of different 
kinds, God, seeks to reveal His mind dearly and pro¬ 
gressively to us. After the experience of New Birth, 
everything experienced in life begins to have a deeper 
and a more heavenly and eternal meaning. We find 
that God is leading us in His own way, according to His 
own mind, thought and plan. Even though naturally 
we may be extremely clever, we shall find that we have 
to wait very patiently to team the mind of God. 

From the very beginning David was full of wisdom. 
He was 'prudent in matters, and a comely person*. That 
was said of him in his youth. For God had begun to 
train David in secret places as be followed and cared 
for the sheep. Yet he had to wait many years to know 
God’s mind Even though he was very wise when com¬ 
pared with other young men in his town or in his 
country, and even though be had every enviable quali¬ 
fication and was a man of war, and was endowed with 
wisdom and strength and beauty, yet h took God many 
years to show him why He had loved him and chosen 
him. 


That is how the Lord Jesus deals with each one of 
us. The secret of all His dealings with us is His 
boundless love. Whoever you may be, though you 
may have lived in sin, and though your way of life 
may have been shameful, God loves you and desires 
to cleanse and renew you. Maybe we as human 
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beings have failed to show lore to you by smiling and 
shakin g hands and so on, but our failures wfll not duttge 
God*j love for you. We tell you, from God’* Word 
and with God’s authority, that He loves you, O sinner f 
He loves you with an everlasting love I Even though 
you may have been rejecting Him and grieving Him all 
these yean, He loves you enough to give you His own 
joy. 


“The Lord thy God m the mida of (hot it mighty; ho 
_ wiU sooty ht wilt rejoice ootr thst with joy; ht win rest 
vs his hot, ht will joy over Out with tinging” (Zepfa. 3.i7). 

You have teen human beings looking happy and joyful, 
and perhaps have envied them, but have you ever seen 
God looking happy ? You have some experience of human 
joys of different kinds; but none of us can dream how 
our Creator looks when He » joyful. Yet it is trne 
that God rejoices. The Lord thy God.. ..will rejoice 
over thtty He will joy over thtt with singing.* 

You have seen men singing. Let us suppose that you 
could have the privilege of hearing the angels sing. That 
heavenly song would be far more tweet and joyful than 
any tong here. But suppose you could hear the Lord 
Himself tinging! You have heard yourself tinging, you 
have beard others singing, you have heard in imagine 
tkm the angels singing. How then would you feel if you 
could hear your living and loving Lord -tig g l- g over 
you? 

Yet this is God’s word to us. After He has loved 
you, saved you, and poured His love into your heart . 
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He will begin to sing for joy over you. Witch « mother 
with a new-born babe. She is so full of love for the 
little one, hugging and kissing it all over, and even 
putting i» feet into her mouth 1 Ask her what she is 
doing? She.will tell you that she is pouring out her 
love on her baby. Her face lights up with joy, and her 
song is sweet as she pours her love into her baby’s 
heart. God too will sing over us like this, when we 
are newly bom again and ready to receive His love. 
Then you will hear Him singing a song far sweeter than 
any angel’s song. Such is the joy of the Lord—the joy 
which He experiences by pouring His love into ua more 
and more. Such is the joy that fills us with divine 
strength. 

We see from the Word of God that wc have to be 
given a capacity and ability to receive such boundless 
love. The love of God has four mighty dimensions: 
height, depth, length, and breadth. That is divine love. 
Human love has only one dimension and lasts for only 
io or 3o or perhaps 50 years. It begins to-day and is 
gone to-morrow. But the love of God has no limits. 
It extendi from eternity to eternity; from heaven it 
reaches to the deepest depths to which man can go. 
Your sins may drag you to the very depths of hell, your 
sinful deeds may take you to the pit of corruption, your 
lusts may take you to places of darkness or filth, where, 
like the prodigal, your food is swine’s food. Yet the 
love of God is able to pull you out of that mire, and 
lift you up on high. 

Your father may say: *No hope for you, my son’. 
Your mother may say in despair: ’All my hopes for 
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you arc shattered*. Your brother? and sisters may be 
ashamed and refuse to own you because of your sinful 
life. Even preachers may say: ‘That man has absolutely 
no hope of being saved*. Yet our Lord will never give 
you up. There is still hope for you. 

However deep you have gone into sin, however low 
you may have fallen morally, however stubborn you 
may have been in past years, the love of God is able to 
save you. “He is able also to save them to the utter¬ 
most that come unto God by him. (Hcb. 7.25). 

This is the mystery — that you with all your shame¬ 
ful past can become God's co-worker. This is the 
miracle of His love, and it is because that love is so 
great that you need so long a time to discover its foil 
meaning. He knows your limitations, but He loves you, 
and His intention is to lead you to that state in which 
He wants you to be. But you must allow God to 
prepare you, to train you for that service, that ministry 
for which He has called you. 

“At that time when David saw that the Lord had 
answered him in the threshing-floor of Oman the JebuHte, 
then he sacrificed there ... Then David said, This is the 
house of the Lord God t and this is the altar of the burnt 
offering for Israel'* (i Chron. 21.28; 22.2). 

When God first chose David, there was no doubt 
much joy in the whole family. The father, mother, 
brothers, were all overjoyed because of Samuel's 
announcement. Yet as a family they could think of 
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no more than earthly kingship. They may have thoaght 
that they would gain advantage and privilege by team 
of David’s position. But it was not for a mat earthly 
kingdom that God was calling David. He had for him 
a kingdom far higher and greater than that. 

We have seen the growth of joy in David “s life, stage 
by stage, aod we have seen what it was that gave both 
to God and to David the greatest satisfaction, even the 
revelation to him of God’s plan and pattern for His 
temple. Now we want to understand something of the 
training that led up to that. 

Before God could reveal His pin to him, He had, 
as we have seen, to bring David by a path of sorrow 
to the threshingfioor of Araunab, the Jebusice. Then 
David realised that that same plot of ground upon which 
be built his altar and burnt peace o ff e ri ngs was wanted 
by the Lord to build His temple. God could have told 
David from the very beginning to build His house in 
that place, but David was not ready then to receive 
such a command or instruction. It is only when we 
are truly ready and prepared chat God can give to us 
the instructions of His heart. 

When David realised that God needed that piece 
of land for His temple, he went and offered a price 
to the owner, and Araunah, the Jcbusite, answered: 
‘You are my king. You can take it without money’. 
But David answered, *1 will take nothing for the 
Lord that has cost me nothing.* If David had been 
a modern Christian he might have said: Tree land 
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I will take it; sure!—IT1 be very happy to do soP But 
God will not accept anything which has coat you nothing. 

Remember the price that David had already paid at 
that very same threshing-floor, A thrething-floor ja the 
place where you separate the wheat from the chaff. At 
the beginning of his life all were laying what a wise 
man David was, but throughout hia history, there often 
appeared little else but chaff in his brain. He thought 
he was full of wisdom, but through hia fad urea God 
said to him: 'Look at the chaff* Only after being 
brought to many ‘threshing-floors,* was David's brain 
delivered from the chaff. Though he was a king, he 
had to be rebuked by God many tunes, and had to pay 
a great price for deliverance. 

We have all of us to pay a heavy price to be God's 
servants. We have to be prepared to be delivered 
from our chaff, and first of all from the chaff in our 
brain I What is that chaff ? In God’a sight it is all 
that we have secured through our own intellectual 
ability. In Isaiah 40.6 we read: "All flesh is grass.” 
And in Romans 7.18 Paul says: "In my flesh, dwel- 
leth no good thing". Note that Paul said these words 
afur hit conversion. Yet to often we -.are not pre¬ 
pared to be delivered from our chaff. In John 12 . 24 
the Lord Himself said: "Except t com of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: hot 
if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” He is the 
grain of wheat—He is our true wisdom. AH onr 
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experiences are designed to teach us to depend on that 
wisdom alone. 

“JTfau aH Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of 
th4 Lord with tkovtmg, and muA sound of the conut, and 
with trumpets, and with cymbals, making a nous with 
psalteries and harps... So they brought the ark of God and 
set it iff the midst of the ttnt that David had pitched far 
it: and they offered burnt sacrifices and peace offerings 
before God ,t (1 Chron. 15.28; 16.1). 

When the land had been purchased by David, he 
longed to bring the ark of God there, but once again 
he failed the Lord. In 1 Chronicles 13.1 we read that 
David consulted with the captains of thousands and 
hundreds, and with every leader. He wanted to bring 
the ark of God into its place but he wanted to do so 
by a worldly plan, with worldly means, and in a worldly 
way. 

In the book of Numbers, the Lord had given His 
heavenly pattern for transport of the ark. Yet here 
is such a wise, and mighty king ignorant of divine laws 
and using his own wisdom to accomplish the result. 
So ooce again his plans are frustrated. No man has 
any power or authority to change the divine order, 
whether he be preacher or pastor, Indian or European 
poor or wealthy. Thank God for that! 

God brought David to his senses and in 1 Chro¬ 
nicles 15 be gathered the Levitts to carry up the 
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ark of God to that tame spot purchased from the Jcbusite. 
What a happy day it was for David} 

With great joy and gladness they brought up the ark 
after many years of wandering. “And David spake to 
the chief of the Levitea to appoint their brethren to be 
the ringers with instrument.! of rnusiek, psalteries and 
harps and cymbals, sounding, by lifting up the voice 
with joy” (1 Chroo. 15.16). It was a time of great 
joy,—with singers singing right from the heart on that 
day of gladness and David himself joining in the cele¬ 
bration (verse 27). 

Thus David had tn team two lessons before God 
allowed him to have the joy of bringing the ark to its 
right place. Firstly, he had to learn that hb brain most 
be completely free from all chaff and straw to make 
room for the wisdom of God. Secondly, he had to 
learn that the divtae order for God a house must be very 
strictly and thoroughly maintained. It may take us many 
years to Learn tlteie lessons and to understand the divine 
plan for the work of God and for His church. But 
when we eventually see the ark of God coming into its 
place, we shall be filled with greai: joy. 

The Ark is a type of the Loid Jesus Christ. He 
must be given. Hb rightful place in your heart, in your 
home, and in your church order. When that b so, there 
b great joy. David won many battles but none gave him 
the same joj of heart as that whk b he had in seeing the 
Ark of God coming to rest in this very spot that he had 
purchased from Araunah. Thu ; is our joy and strength, 
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when we see the Lord Jesus Christ enthroned in believers* 
hearts as Ring of kings, in their families as Head, and 
in the assembly as Lord. 

These words are found in many bouses: ‘Christ is the 
Head of this House*. But all too often when you stay 
there for two or three days, you find who is truly the 
head there! The wife is head and even the strong- 
looking husband trembles More his wife. She can change 
his mind — by anger or tear*: she knows how. But we 
thank the Lord for those homes where the Lord is in¬ 
deed the Head There always ire three things to be 
observed: Firstly, the Lord Jesus is to be your personal 
Head; secondly. He is to be the Head of your family; 
thirdly. He is to be the Head of the assembly of which 
you are a member. Only when this is true have yon 
brought the Ark of God Into its proper resting place. 

That is our joy, but again it is only the beginning. 
God had a greater joy for David. In i Chronicles 15 
the joy seemed so great; there was such singing and 
playing and dancing. But God hat much more for 
David yet. 

Can you truthfully say that the foy of the Lord is 
your strength? Because you are entering more and mote 
fully into the heart of God, is your joy increas ing? We 
offer you this joy it His Name. 
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“I dstighi to do thy will, O wry God" 

(Psalm 40.8). 

STRENGTH IS the secret of physic*! growth. The 
joy of the Lord which is our rest strength in *11 our 
circumstances and experiences and responsibilities) is the 
secret of true spiritual growth. 

As an example we take a new-born baby. That child 
grows and develops, but is still a baby for die first two 
years of his life. Then he enters die seoood stage of 
childhood; from there be passes into boyhood, starts hh 
school life and learns many things. Finally he passes 
out of school and college into young manhood. Now 
be is able to understand more about life through his 
various experiences and is able to bear mote responsi¬ 
bility in home life, or business life, or national tfiairs. 

Our spiritual life can be divided into the same 
stages. We begin that life as a spiritual babe, bora 
again of the Holy Spirit when we repent of our tins 
and believe on tbe Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour. 
Of course God does net want ua always to be babes. 
Yet alas It is quite possible to remain a spiritual babe 
for many yearn instead of for only a few months 
and, sad to say, many do. So often it is those who 
fcave a poor beginning and a weak fo u nda t io n who 
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make slow spiritual growth. But God wants every one 
of HU children to come to foil growth and responsi¬ 
bility. 

God’s intention is that you should grow daily, and 
quickly move on from one stage to another. As you read 
and meditate in God’s Word you get to know Him, and 
so you have a growing hunger to be in HU presence. 
Just si a small child loves to be in the presence of bU 
parents, so as God's child you long to be in Hia pre¬ 
sence, and it U by spending time with God that you 
grow in the knowledge of Him, 

As we begin to delight in the Lord, we begin to have 
• real pleasure in doing HU will. “1 delight to do thy 
will, O my God T (Psalm 40.8). The desire do know 
and to be well-pleasing to the Lord only come* as we 
make spiritual progress. Sometimes the Lord keeps ua 
waiting mo nt h s or yean to know HU will, and as we 
wait we learn valuable lessons, ffe leans how to exercise 
the authority of HU Name; we learn to understand the ~ 
hidden mysteries of HU Word; and from this we pass 
on to the place where we are willing to suffer shame 
for Him. As we go through all these experiences we 
grow into spiritual manhood, and that means that we 
are ready to bear the spiritual responsibility that God 
has for us and is wasting to share with us. In just the 
same way as we have national and family responsibilities, 
so God also wants us to bear spiritual responsibilities both 
here on earth and in heavenly places also. 

We have already seen that God chose David for 
a great purpose. We have followed the outline of 
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hit life and teen the stages by which he progressed in 
the joy of the Lord. In all thoee experiences he was 
gaining kno wl edge. He had to peat through all thoee 
stages of growth before God could give him full charge 
and spiritual r e s po nsi bility. 

Recall them again. Remember how God trained David 
in secret places, at he followed the sheep, until one day 
Samuel, conscious of a divine charge as God’s prophet, 
came to anoint him king. It is impossible for God to - 
choose and anoint us till we have be^n thoroughly tested 
and proved. ^ 

Later David learnt to fight the Lord's battles in His 
Name and foe believer also will have to learn bow to 
use by faith the spiritual w ea pons that foe Lord has 
provided for him (2 Cor. 104 .). 

Again we saw how David joined hands with foe 
Philistines, and bow, in his folly in not first finding out 
foe full will of God for himself and his people, he lost 
all But in the next chapter we find him recovering all 
his losses by the very weapons wish which he had pre¬ 
viously foiled. In the tame way there are many enemies 
of God and of His Word whom we cannot defeat unless 
we learn to discover the will of God and do it. We can 
fight the Lord’s battles, and even use spiritual weapons, 
but unless we are in foe foil will of God we shall know 
defeat. David learned that lesson and so must we. 

Then David defeated and drove out foe Jebuanes 
from Jerusalem, bringing to an end their occupation 
of Zion. This reminds us that in foe same way we 
must have no alHsnoe with foe things of the world, 
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or their pra ct ic e, or their idolatry. We may win many 
victories but if in this matter we fail to keep the charge 
given by God, die result will be hindrance of spiritual 
growth, and many tear*. It ia because of die "JebQstte** 
in our spiritual life that the purpose of God ia hindered 
in the world. It ia because of “Jebusitet*’ in the church 
of God that many are defiled and led astray. That ia 
why the wort of God cannot proceed freely, and unless 
these Jebutites are put away, there can be no progress 
or giving of the Lord Jestxs Christ His rightful place 
as King. It was only because of David’s obedience to 
God's Word that he was enabled to be victorious, and 
to secure the stronghold of Zion for the Lord. We as 
God’s co-workers should drive out the Jebutites, come 
what may. There cannot be any unuo between light 
and darkness. 

David had also to be delivered from worldly wisdom. 
We saw how in worldly wisdom and pride he began to 
number the army and to reckon the strength of the 
people. So God had to punish him, and ft was on the 
threshing-floor of Araunah the Jebuaite that David re¬ 
pented and God forgave him. We too, if we act -in 
worldly wisdom ami self-will, will be fudged of God, 
but if we confess our sin and repent, we shah be shewn 
God’s wonderful underlying purpose, even as David, as 
a result of his experience and of his repentance and 
restoration, found the site for God’s house in Jerusalem. 


Like David too we must learn to carry out God's 
commands in His appointed way, or there wffl be 
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disaster, David’s own plan for bringing the ark into the 
house of God brought only failure and sorrow, but when 
he followed the divine instructions there w» great joy 
and rejoicing for the whole nation. 

Finally, the most wonderful day for David was when 
God committed to him in detail the whole 'ftttern for 
the temple (i Chron. 28 . 19 ) God could not have re¬ 
vealed this to him at the beginning of his life, even 
though he was such a mighty, wise and skilful man 
naturally. Even after he hod killed the grant Goliath, 
God still had to wait for David to grow spiritually be¬ 
fore He could give him this revelation. Many people 
to-day apeak of *the Church* or "the Body of Christ* 
very fireely, but very few really understand da inmnliig 
of these words. Very few understand God's true thought 
fi>r die Church. In spite of their ‘spiritual* talk many 
show by the strife and jealousy in their lives that they 
do not really know that which they profess to know. 
The purpose of God fe to reveal His power and wisdom 
to principalities and powers in heavenly places as it Is 
ayim ed in the fellowship of the Church (Eph. 3 . 10 ). 
The fulness of God is to b t contained and exp re sse d in 
the Church, and do Christian simply as in individual 
ctn folfll such a calling and purpose. 

"At for jm, xn iht uprightnm of «w heart / hap* 
wQimgfy offered aU these things: and *eto hoc* I urn with 
joy thy peopUy which art present kart, to offer wHkatfy 
«to thm” (t Chroo^kp.17). 

Only as you ate trained spiritually, and brought 
through many experiences to spiritual maturity, wfD 
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you ever know God’s full thought for His house, the 
Church, Dtvid fought many battles, but it was in these 
very battles that he gained his spiritual training. In ! 
i Chronicles 26 . 27 , we read that it was the spoil of the 
ba t tles that was dedicated towards the beautifying of the 
House of God. In all his many experiences David was . 
gathering material for the temple. When Saul was chosen 
to be king, be was crowned at once without any training, 
but h resulted eventually in his rejection by God because 
of his stubbornness and blindness; but when God brought 
Dtvid to the throne, he had already undergone many 
hardships and trials. It was these which qualified him 
for the throne. In spite of David’s failures, God did 
not forsake him, but went on rebuking and chastening 
and training and preparing him for His highest purpose- 
If you are’not born again, then, like Saul, you can 
never enter the work of God or have a share in the 
kingdom. Saul was rejected completely from the throne, 
and so will you be. But if, on. the other hand, you are 
a child of God and have begun to walk in obedience to 
Him, then God will never leave you until He has given 
you the full, dear pattern, even as He gave it to David 
The details of that pattern were of heavenly origin, be* 
cause the temple was not for man’s use, nor to attract 
man's attention, nor to show forth any man’s skill. Every 
dimension, every material, even the windows and doors 
and colours were to show forth the glory of God by 
displaying, in type, the Lord Jesus Christ in His Church. 
The Church is not an earthly building, built for man’s 
habitation, where monev is collected and lectures are 
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given. It is a spiritual building in which is to be re¬ 
vealed the love of God in Christ for min’s salvation. 

At last, after many years of experience and training, 
David had come to a position of spiritual responsibility 
for the vision of God's bouse, and could say, 'Now I 
know why God has chosen me*. Now at length he could 
show the pattern of the temple Co the nation, and thus 
share with his son and those with him the responsibility 
God had laid upon him. So he gathered together aU 
the leading men of the kingdom, the princes, the Levitts, 
the priests, and the captains of thousands; and having 
showed the pattern to Solomon, he gave all his mighty 
men the opportunity and privilege of having a share in 
this task. “Who then is willing to consecrate his service 
this day unto the Lord?*' (i Chron. 29 . 5 ). 

Now I want you to note how in this chapter the 
privilege was only for those who were of a “willing’’ 
heart. David was a wise and a mighty and noble king, 
but he refused to use force to compel anyone to take 
any pan in the bodlding of the house of God. 

We may be preaching, or praying, or teaching, or 
merely doing some menial cask in the service of God, 
but if it is done under man’s pressure, then it will not 
be acceptable to God If you perform any thing for 
God at any time simply under compulsion or for what 
you can get out of it on earth, then there will be no 
reward for you in heaven. God demands willing 
service. David had himself gathered plenty of gold 
and silver and brass. There was no lack of these 
things; but now he made an opportunity for all those 
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who had a desire to do so to tike some part in this 
offering. "Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered 
willingly, because with perfect heart they offered will¬ 
ingly to the Lord: and David the king rejoiced also with 
great joy* 1 (1 Chron. 29.9). Perhap* we can truly say 
that this was the happiest day in the life of David, and 
inde ed in that of the whole nation. The joy of the 
Lord was their strength. 

God cre at ed man perfect and planned that he should 
reign. But beca use sin entered into the world, David 
bad to fight many battles and to defeat Goliath, the 
PhiHscinet, the Jebusfces—and then out of the spoil of 
these battles to gather the materials for the building of 
the temple. Our Lord Jesus Christ, by fighting one 
battle on the Cross has dealt with sin and defeated our 
enemy for all time, and has also provided in Himself 
all the material He needs for the building and beautify¬ 
ing of God's house. Yet there remains a difference 
b ct w ti the old creation and tfic new. When God made 
fon tank lie spike, and it was so. To-day if He so 
desired He could bring the new creation to perfection 
at ooce; but He is calling young and old, men and 
woman, all types of people of all ages and ranks and 
naifcflSj ^tnd saying to them. Are you willing to give 
yoUfltf&fMf all, for my house, foe Church of the Lord 
Jet* Christ? Who among you arc willing now to offer 
joam il m for foe battle and for foe service of God?—not 
for an earthly uxailed church, but for foe Heavenly 
Church, His Body? 

Keep these three contr astin g things ever *fon 
you:—David fought many battles. My Lord fought 
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mfr oqc buttle—die greet beetle of ill rime. David 
^th c icd nmefa natertt foe foe temple—gold, safar, 

hm given ns Hit life to supply ma t erial for foe tpl rin ei 
Hone of God. David bad foe heavenly p atte rn foe foe 
Home. God gives by Hfe Holy Spirit to yoo and me 
every detail of foe design of His heavenly Church in 
H» ftaoi; foe living Weed of God. 


Wo toe* m Lord Jeans Christ in foegfccy. pwar 
end h^ter foan any David or Sotonon. He to toed 

Mi mm Hood to foe toe dnap ** «dcr to wafo ns ftm 


our sins end give ns potter over foe enemy, end He hat 
given us His Holy Spirit to help us end lead us and to 


make real His life in ns. 


Now please listen to His words as He stands before 
you holding out His nail-picrccd hands and pleading: 
“And who then is willing to consecrate his service this 
day unto the Lord?” (t Chron. 29 . 5 ). ‘Who it willing 
to give to Me his life first and then his substance, his 
money, hi* time, and even his dear ones?* We ate 
shown that those who minis tered to Him did ao with a 
perfe ct heart, and sot only brought their inaici M s , hut 
bzmqfei the msel ves too. Thh v» wtot made David 
truly rej oic e; wffl k not much more make your Saviour 
nfosoe if ym coma and give Him foody and willingly 
your 8fe» your money, yarn talents, to be used in this 
great md heavenly btfodtog? 


Then only you will knowtoe fulness of foe for of 
foe Lord, which is your strength- This indeed is true 
joy, md it will bring toy to foe whole Church too, 
If you come with w HIng co nse cr a tion. Please re- 
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member thee your eyes most be on the Lord Jesus 
Christ all the time; on His victory end His Life for you, 
end that the living Word of God must be your contin¬ 
ual guide. Say to Him ‘Lord Jesus, I give myself will* 
ingly to thee; my hands, my feet, my tongue, my eyes, 
my wealth—anything and everything I am or may have. 
It is all Thine.* 

For two foil years I grieved my Lord after He had 
spoken to me. In January 1930,25 years ago, the Lord 
spoke very dearly to me, saying: ‘Give me your life, 
and yon shall be my witness!* But I argued with God 
and told Him I was willing to offer my money and my 
time, but that I was not willing to be a preacher. Thus 
for two foil years I hurt and grieved my Lord. How 
I sortow now for those yearn of loss tfbd hardness of 
taut,* but bow I praise God also tbit He did not leave 
mol How l ftfcdk Him for His hmjr-*offo*^«hdfor 
fob. fcfrfcfegiftai&Afldfett! At &coa the 4th April 
l fcmdfcM ttttfurfy to God for Kb 

strViefe. 

jjc fo pjtfdleyf with Do not refose Him. 
Yield now to jfi* 1 in foila urrrndcr— yourself, your lift* 
yoOr ail— ind He will biers. Jot, add yon will be a 
blessing. 
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Th* Lord deUghieth m tktt*' 

(1st. 62.4). 

WE HAVE teen from the Word of God that there ere 
divine principles which have to be fulfilled tf we ire to 
know in fulness the joy of the Lord. Wh a tsoever God 
gives, whether gift or experience or blessings h is based 
upon tome divine law, and because we do not seek to 
know those laws, though often they are gwc simple, it 

w a g fry oAt* n t>^#r f«*» «> *b#t ^y. B*«n 
to d* Jiy*» of «wto <f Owl KetfiM » <&t <$*, to 
*to W# «* WM* of D»«iA Ml SfWU^ebJD; OM’* 
«MoltM 4c«tf»d tMrtfwe !*w» f* Wfed fc 
*S of thorn »tri « <?/«& iwjgu. F« thwt Uvt *re ttfc- 

A*A' tMutfi GM w* Cwfcr mjr auui 

to K*a * tM*o 1M*> MB U cjMt. 
It * «ft * M g t » «tr Q*fM m * *pfr M*0f % H U 
BHtjM Hoot on HU Mm Itfry «nd printdf^. 

"41 Mb trH(fnm >>&&**«* & bnfr, *> *c8 tty 
Qad rifafo owf tW fli*. M 9j. 

Nov vie want to «p£6t 8? the ultimate goal to- 
wards which these experiences of the joy of the Lord 
we leading m. The above verse indicates at once that 
the object of all His dealings with us is fellowship 

i ; 
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wfefe HMf. That goal towards whkh He b drawing 
t» on step by atep, to that we cannot draw beck, i» the 
highest Joy of perfect oneness and onion with our Lord. 


In theftc days of wickedness, corruption and tin, very 
few people know the spiritual Meani ng of human married 
life, and that » why we find fat many borne* unbappi- 
M», ttrife, misery and soxiow. This b seen even in 
the married live* of those who are born again. In some 
cases it b an open secret; in ocher cases h is a family 
secret, but in any case you have got to admit that there 
are very few who enjoy the bibs of married life. This 
is because they have failed to understand from the be¬ 
ginning of their married life God's thought and purpose 
for them in bringing them together. Some people think 
of married life in terms of lust; others in terms of the 
gold and silver they will gel by the dowry; others again 
in terms of furnished houses, or food, or clothing, and 
yet others in terms of comfort, or of children or of 
having authority over their wives; and that is why we 
find that so many persons, though bom again, have 
missed the Joy of married Ufe. They have mbaed the 
Joy because they have never di sc o ve red die taws of that 
life. All such are compelled to try and ghre their own 
n«pg when they read in the Bible the words 'bride 
and bridegroom*. 


But the Bible says: 'the bridegroom rejoices over 
the bride'. That speaks of the pure Joy that rbtt only 
from a fellowship of life which b the gift of God. 
We need only to remind ourselves of an Instance or 
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two from the Word of God, and then we shall see for 
ourselves what is God’s thought for married life. 

“It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 
make him an help meet for him*' (Gen. 2 . 18 ). 

Let us look first at Artmfl and Eve. God’s purpose 
in giving Eve to Adam as a companion was for fellow¬ 
ship. God wants us all to have that true fellowship. 
This word fellowship is a unique word in the Bible and 
no one can truly understand it who b not born again. 
The fellowship with the Father and the Soo b wholly 
and solely and entirely for those who have received new 
life from Him, and who abide with Him and in Him 
for ever and ever. That is how we define the love of 
God. It is the life of God flowing into us and oar life 
flowing towards God. True fellowship b mutual and 
will bring into us a real divine likeness and co n for mi ty 
(0 the image of Hb Son. 

I have seen persons who have Kved a very happy 
married life together for many years. When I taw them 
first, they did not in the least resemble each other, but 
after many years of married life, they seem to be more 
like twins than husband or wife. There b so much 
likeness between them because of that happy unkm. If 
fob b true of earthly married life, how rnneh mm true 
it can be with regard to your unkm and intimacy with 
your Lord which b eternal 

This then b the Lord's final goal for ut. When 
God made Eve out of Adam, die scripture says. He 
took only a piece of rib from Adam, and from that 
tmy rib be made Eve like Adam in form and natur e. 
So much alike were they that if you had seen them 
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that day y«i would hive perhaps said that they were 
brother and sister* taoiu* rfey owr< AotA wad# m tA# 
wwg* 0/ God. 


Yet could there have been any comparison between 
the tiny bone which God took out of Adam and the 
woman He brought to him as his wife? Imagine God 
taking out the piece of bone and holding that before 
Adam in its uncompleted state! Could he have had 
fellowship with that piece of bone ? But God breathed 
upon it* and fashioned it and it became Eve, the very 
counterpart of Adam. And we, before we are bom 
again, are just like that dry bone. Whoever you may 
be, if you are not yet bom again, you are no more than 
that small dry bone, full of every kind of weakness and 
infirmity and shortcoming, and not having the least 
resemblance to the divine likeness. Indeed you arc coorsf 
because of the sin which has marred us and made us 
ugly and which bad not yet touched Adam. In our 
ruined and defiled state, we are like that dry piece of 
bone which came out of Adam. Yet His high purpose 
far us is that we may be fashioned like unto Him, and 
He is willing and able to transform us till we are so 
conformed to the Linage of His Son. As God a ffir m s 
in i Corinthians i3: 12 . and 1 John 3 : 2 , too tkaU ha 
Hke Him, It is hard on earth In understand such a 
truth, such a purpose, but it k Indeed going to be $0 

Now God is saying to us: ‘As the bridegroom 
rejoices over the bride, I will rejoice over thee/ The 
word “bride" in the Bible speaks of the most in tim a t e 
fellowship and rehtsonship that can ever exist be- 
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tween two persons, because what husband and wife can 
give to and receive from each other is something that 
can never be exchanged between other persons. What 
husband and wife can give to each other cannot be given 
by mother or brother or sister, or in any other relation¬ 
ship. In a way that is equally unique there can be a 
deep mystical union between man and God that even 
the angels in heaven cannot experience, because they 
cannot receive the divine love which He gives to man. 
That is the marvel of redemption. 

Now let us imagine a cultured and good-looking man, 
marrying a plain, dark-complexioned and uncultured girl 
and doing so of his own choice solely because of die 
love be has for her. He marries her, not for any com¬ 
pulsion that is upon him but solely because of his pure 
inward love for her. She may be as black as coal, and 
she may be the most ugly woman in the whole town, 
but that man can give to her what he could not give 
to anybody else, because their marriage is based upon 
a pure inward love and union. 

In a similar way God can give to you and me a 
divine love that the angels can never receive or appreciate. 
He may give the angels wisdom; He may give them 
power and might; He may give them many tasks to 
perform in heaven; but He cannot give tbem'His deep, 
redeeming, everlasting love. We say this with all re¬ 
verence and by the authority of God, because the world 
to come is not to be governed by angels, but by men 
who are now redeemed by His Blood. As Hebrews 2: 
5-S tells us, the world is not going to be 10 subjection 
to the angels, but to men. 
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What was it that compelled die Lord Jesus to give 
His body to be broken ? The answer is in John 3,16: 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever belkveth in him should 
not perish*'. The love of God was seeking for fellow¬ 
ship and companionship—for friends to be with Him 
for ever—and so that love found expression by being 
poured out on the cross. When yon are bom again, 
God pours that same love upon you and rejoices over 
you. You go to Him one day as one among His 
redeemed Church, His prepared Bride that is destined 
to reedve His love and joy and to satisfy His heart, 
even as Eve was given to Adam to be a companions a 
friend, a partner, and to satisfy his innermost longings 
and share with him what be could not enjoy with the 
birds, trees or animals. 

"Let ns b* glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: 
for the marriage of the Lamb it come, and fm wife hath 
made herself ready* (Rev. 19.7). 

It is with such love as that of which we have been 
speaking that God now is calling you. That is why in 
Revelation 21 the Church is compared to a bride adorned 
for her husband—a bride prepared to receive in fulness 
the love and joy and wisdom of God and the very heart 
secrets of her Lord. 

Of course at the beginning of human married life the 
husband and wife do not yet unden (and one another 
folly. The wife may be able to say many things to her 
husband, but she dirt not as ■ bride tell him of cer¬ 
tain things which can only be spoken of after many 
months or years of understanding one another. 



JOY IN UNION 


53 


But as they together obey the divine law?, and as mutual 
trust and confidence increase, she will be able to tell 
him ill. 

The time is coming when we will be able to tell our 
Lord everything, and He will be able to tell us every¬ 
thing. Some say that if the husband gives the whole 
month's salary 10 his wife it is a sign of true love, but 
when you go to heaven the Lord will share everything 
with you without any compulsion, and yet you will be 
glad to be in subjection to Him throughout eternity. 

Now do you understand why your Lord wants you 
to be His? Now do you understand why He is calling 
you, loving you and disciplining you? It is even that 
He may rejoice over you with heavenly rejoicing, and 
that you may have an intimacy with God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost that the angels can never 
know. It is that you may enjoy the sweetest love through 
all eternity—that you may know the great joy of being 
loved with a heavenly, everlasting love. 

Why refuse such a love, when all the heavenly powers 
are waiting to see God’s glory and beauty in you and 
God wants you to be the object of His delight and 
affection ? Please receive Him with that object, that the 
joy of the Lord may indeed be your strength, and chat 
He may rejoice over you with si nging . Will you not 
aDow Him to bring you into chat enjoyment? 


7 
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** At thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore* 
(pMlm 16.11). 

WE HAVE teen how the Lord begins to joy in us when 
He has brought ns to a full and final position in Himself. 
Our relationship to Him then is akin to that of a bride 
being prepared for a Bridegroom. When the work of 
salvation has been deepened and perfected until we know 
how intimate is to be our union with the Lord, and 
when we begin to see something of what He wants ui 
to be, then it becomes easier for us to prepare ourselves 
for that mutual intimacy. 

Before we came to our Lord Jesus Christ, and when 
we were in our sins, we thought only of what wc would 
receive from Him. When we struggled with tm> seeking 
to escape its power, and realised how weak and feeble 
we were, then we cried to Him for help. When we were 
in trouble or distress we called upon Him to deliver us 
from our trials, and when we were disappointed because 
our loved ones faded us or were taken away from us, 
we asked for comfort and were indeed comforted. But 
in all these things toe thought of salvation only as some¬ 
thing that toe could get from Him 

Now we shall see from Isaiah 62 what our Lord 
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wano us to be to Him, and how He expects and hopes 
to gei something in us for Himself. 

"For Ziorts saks will I not hold my peace, and for 
Jmualents sake 1 will not rest, until the righteousness 
thereof go forth at brightness, and the salvation thereof 
as a lamp that bumetk” (Isa. 62.1). 

Here God is saying to us that He wilt not rest till 
He has received from u» that for which He has been 
waiting from eternity. He has to come to us m^min *nd 
again and speak to us from His Word concerning this 
till we folly understand His thoughts. He has to dis- 
dpline and train us over many years until our hearts 
are ready to receive them. Let us then try to enter 
into the heart of God by faith and tbs those Lyi - fri g t 
and desires which He has for us. 

The brightness of God Himself has shined in upon 
our darkness, to bring to us light in the revelation of 
Himself. Now His righteousness and salvation in us 
are bright as a burning light, shining forth till every 
kind of darkness has been completely driven away. 

God wants us to display such a righteousness as has 
not been possessed by any nation in any pan of the 
world. For centuries men throughout the world have 
been trying to become righteous by setting up some 
high moral law and then snuggling to attain to it. 
In every country, in every nation, in every religion, 
men have struggled that way, but in theeod they have 
had to give up the struggle and acknowledge their 
defeat and failure. But the Mighty and Holy God 
offers to you His own righteousness in which there 
is no flaw or fruit. In the words of Jude: “Now 
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unto him that is able to keep you from falling* and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory 
with exceeding joy ... be glory*’. 

God wants to present us spotless in His own presence 
before the angels of heaven. But if we place our trust 
in our own righteousness He can never do that. Human 
ftgh tpfflRRf!* is nothing but filthy rags- Whatsoever a 
mm mgy icquire by his own effort may look all right 
to him for a short period, but it can never withstand 
n ffffrhing of hc&vcQ. But the righteousness of 
God in you is of such a nature that if you possess it 
even the angels cannot point a finger at you in con* 
demnatiom God not only forgives your sins but He 
undertakes to keep you from falling and to present you 
spotless in His presence with glory and joy. Not a single 
being will be able to see any blepnish or flaw in you 
then. Such is the righteousness that God offers to us 
Have you received such a righteousness or are you still 
trusting in something else ? Tell me, is human good* 
ness and purity of such a nature? Your friends and 
neighbours may admire you, and tell you that you are 
so good kind and pure- Yet even by human standards 
you know that it is not true, and if you were to be 
examined by the heavenly powers, how would you stand? 
How will that ‘righteousness’ of yours ever compare to 
the righteousness He gives? 

"And tkt Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all 
kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new mam, 
which the mouth of the Lord iAofl namf* (Isa- ta.a). 
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God reveah His standard in i Corinthians 1.30, “Christ 
Jesus ... is made unto us ... righteousness”. He Himself 
is our righteousness. No man on earth could hod any 
blemish in Him. He was the only Person of whom we 
can say that He had no sin and knew no sin, and even 
in heaven He is supreme above all the cherubim and 
seraphim. It is His righteousness which we receive through 
faith in His finished work, and that is why other people 
who s are full of criticisms cannot find fault in it. For 
this righteousness is to be exposed and displayed to-day. 
“The Gentiles shall see . ” If the heavenly powers are 
seeing only Hu righteousness in you it standi to reason 
that there must not be ground for men to find fault in 
you now. “For as many of you as have been baptized 
into Christ have put on Christ’* (Gil. 3.27). 

“But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof ’’ (Rom. 
13.14}. Just as our skin covers the muscles underneath, 
the very righteousness of the mighty Saviour covers us 
when we receive Him. We offer that to you now with 
God’s authority. God’s Word says it; we have proved 
it by experience; now we offer it to you, and with it 
the promise in Isaiah 62.2: “And the Gentiles shall see 
thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory*’. 

There have been many great kings throughout the 
world in many centuries, mighty kings and wise kings, 
kings who have fought many battles and who have 
brought prosperity to their kingdoms. They came, 
they lived, they died, and now their names are for¬ 
gotten and whatsoever they did and achieved has 
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become as nought. These worldly kings may have boasted 
of great achievements and glory, but when they are made 
to sec yottr glory that you have in Christ—they will be 
put to shame and will have to acknowledge that what 
they had on earth is nothing compared to what they 
now see in you. 

Our Lord wants us here to-day to be vessels of His 
glory and beauty. Upon the earth. He makes us par¬ 
takers of die divine nature, temptes of the Holy Spirit, 
that we may become an expression of His own holiness, 
sharers of His inheritance, and vessels filled to overflow¬ 
ing with His lift. He makes u» fit for His heavenly 
calling and when the work of the Holy Spirit has been 
perfected in our faithful walk on earth, we shall see the 
honour and glory waiting for us in heaven. (Luke 19.17) 
Many a saint just before his death has seen something 
of heaven, and when his relations are weeping because 
be is about to pass away, then it is the dying man who 
begins to comfort than. ‘Do not weep for me, 1 he says. 
‘I see heaven open and the angels ready to receive me 1 . 
Others around him may not see, but the one who is 
about to be called by the Lord into heaven is given new 
eyes to see heavenly things. Some have actually heard 
the angels singing before their death. Some, with shin¬ 
ing face, declare that they see the Lord Jesus and though 
m great physical pain, enter already into the joy of 
their Lord. 

According to the Word of God, every believer who 
is found faithful in that which is least will be given 
such a welcome. Will any earthly king receive such 
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honour anywhere? Yet there is such a jciy in store 
fix you, ‘and the kings shall see thy glory’. If you do 
not believe me wait till you die and then you will know 
whether what I say is true or not 1 You may be poor 
and illiterate, you may not know much about the Bible 
or about Bible doctrine, but if you have been faithful 
Co your Lord, there a a heavenly welcome awaiting you. 

“And thou shah he coiled by a new name, which the 
mouth of the Lord shall name 9 ' (Isa- 62.2). 

A new name ! Men upon earth may have many names 
and titles like Bahadur, Khan Bahadur, Hit Excellency, 
and people who have such titles and the power or autho¬ 
rity that goes with them demand the respect of men. 
God says that He will give you an entirely new name 
which He will choose. 

Our fellow-men give us names upon earth, which 
describe our character. Some call us lazy, some proud, 
others call us greedy, others vain, and others again say 
that wc are ugly and foolish. All these names indicate 
our weakness, and often they follow us through life. It 
does not matter by what name men call you upon earth, 
when you repent and are bom again, the Lord Jesus by 
His blood covers your pan and takes away every re¬ 
proach and stigma of character, and gives you an entirely 
new name which only the Lord God knows beside your¬ 
self. It will be revealed when all things have become 
new. We read in Revelation 21:5 "Behold I will make 
all things new.*' Everything will be new in that day, 
even your very personality, 
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Some of yon ire very fond of new things. I remember 
when I wss t child my father bought me s new pair of 
English shoes and I was so careful with them that, if 
1 happe ne d to see a thorn in the path I would remove 
the shoes I I wanted the shoes to remain new, bright 
and shining. You may Vkt new clothes, or bouses, or 
friends, but they will all become old. Friends become 
old, and so also do husbands and wives l Yon also are 
becoming old. Because of human corruption nothing 
on earth can remain new. 

But when you have received the new life which is 
eternal, God will go ou making yon new all the time. 
There is no old age in eternal life. You will not sec 
in heaven anything that is old. Everything there will 
be new and fresh and shining and bright. Every day 
you will be learning and receiving something new. 
The Lord says, ‘I will give you a new name/ 
signifying all that He has planned in order to keep us 
new for eternity. Human efforts cannot keep you young. 
Some old people dye their hair, because they want to 
look young. Some parents do not want children because 
they hope thereby to remain young. You are a mu r d ere r 
if you have that mentality. But apart from that, human 
effort cannot keep men young The human body must 
become old. But in eternity there will be perpetual 
freshness and youth. 

"Thou shah oho h$ a cro w n of glory os tkt hand of 
tkt Lord; and a royal diadom m thi hand of thy God*. 
(Isa. 62 . 3 ). 

These two things go together, the crown and the 
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royal diadem. Many kings hare both. They hare first 
a crown made at the time of their Coronation which 
speaks of the glory of the king for that occasion. Then 
they hare another crown, which has been in the royal 
family for many generations. That is what these words 
mean: A crown in the hand of the Lord, and a royal 
diadem in the hand of thy God. 

First of all, you become a crown to show forth God’s 
greatness, to show forth what God has wrought in yon 
inwardly. Yon may have been a drunkard but the mighty 
Lord has made you dean and new, you may have been 
living a life of shame, but, by Gods grace, you have 
been redeemed and cleansed. 

Secondly, we share that greatness with all the saints 
who have been from the very beginning of creation. 
When we go to heaven we shall see Abraham, Joseph, 
Moses, Isaiah and Daniel, and will not need to be in* 
trodnced to them. For eternal life is of such a nature 
that it makes us perfectly one with all the soot of God 
throughout all ages. We shall enjoy heaven's fulness 
and wealth and perfection. When we go there we will 
noc live like stranger*, but as one heavenly family in 
per fect harmony; and collectively we shall show forth 
the p ow er and might of God. Thus we shall be called 
a crown of glory and a royal diadem in the hand of 
our God. 

“Thou shah no more bt termed Forsaken; further 
shall thy land any mart bt termed Desolate; but them 
shah be exiled Hepkmbak, and tky land Benhh: fee 
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the Lord dtkgkmk m Out, and iky land thall bt married 99 
(Is*. 62.4). 

Do you. remember how, in the book of Either, we 
see many virgins brought to the king, and Either herself 
among them? The other virgins, we are told, used 
many oils and spices to make themselves appear more 
beautiful, but none of them brought delight to the king. 
Yet when Esther was brought before him, the king 
loved her above all the women and she found favour 
in his sight more than them all. There was something 
in her that gave delight and it was no mere human 
beauty. And it is something of this nature—something 
inward and Christ-like—that alone can explain these 
words: “The Lord delighteth in thee". 

“Thou shall no more be termed Forsaken.*' Upon 
this earth, if your home is an unhappy one and you do 
" not get what you want, you begin loafing for something 
better. But when you get to heaven all your past 
failures and disappointments will be covered. You may 
have had nobody to love you for many years, nobody 
to wipe your tears, nobody to hold your hands and say: 
*1 am sorry for you*. But in heaven your God wilt 
love you and joy over yon, and will say; ‘My child, I 
love you more than anyone could ever have loved you 
on earth.* God will tike delight in you. He will love 
you, and will be loved by you in return. 

Upon earth it happens sometimes that you love 
someone who does not love you, or someone loves 
you but yon do not respond. But in heaven we will 


JOY THAT ABIDES 


63 


be equally loved and loving for all time. The Lord 
Himself will take delight in us, loving us and being 
loved by us. Upon earth you may have no true friend*, 
but the love of God will make full compensation. There 
you will bask in His sunshine through all eternity. 

And do not be afraid of being left out. He, being 
God, will be able to show the same love to all because 
they form His one and only Bride. Here on Earth, 
those who have two wives have much trouble because 
there is constant quarrelling in the house—one wife is 
jealous of the other. There is no such jealousy in 
Heaven. There is one Body, one Bride, and one heaven¬ 
ly Life in all, and you will all receive the same sweet¬ 
ness and love from your Saviour. 

tc Th* Lord thy God bt xht midst of thee is mighty; he 
will rejoice over thee with joy; he oiU rest in his love, he 
wiU joy over thee with singing** (Zeph. 3.17). 

Of what a privilege to enter into the rest which He 
want* us to enjoy. But there is more than this. As s 
sparrow finds rest in her nest, so God seeks a dwelling- 
place in us—a rest such as He cannot get even from 
Heaven without us. He is gathering out of this earth 
a Church, a company of chosen people to give Him 
pleasure and rest and satisfaction. Now we are being 
gathered like straw, to become like a ‘nest' for the Lord. 
It is this joy which is your strength, and it ts this joy 
and great tore which we offer yon in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Lord will wash you thoroughly, forgive you 
completely, and love you for Eternity—and "He mU 
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rat in Hit W. Do not despise God's offer, nor reject 
it. The Lord Jem Christ, your loving Saviour, is 
standing by your side pleading with you and saying: 
<My ton. My daughter, give Me your heart; and let My 
joy be your strength. My life your life/ Amen. 



